
Spare Parts 

We advance  
reuse education  

through the arts.  

 
 
November 2018 



Spare Parts 

Mission     Values    Vision 

MISSION: To advance reuse education through the arts.  

CORE VALUES: To support cultural and environmental sustainability; to 
provide affordability and accessibility to the arts; to offer community 
education; and to foster creativity, green -style. 

VISION: To increase reuse practices. Through programing,                         
education and physical development, Spare Parts empowers                       
citizens to reduce landfill tonnage through reuse and                           
environmental accountability.  
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Our Story 
The concept behind Friends of Spare Parts dba Spare Parts was developed in 2010 by Founder and Executive 
Director, Mary Elizabeth Cant ú, as a response to the lack of arts funds and resources in PreK -12 classrooms. 
 
In 2018 Spare Parts became a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization through the Friends of Spare Parts.  Spare Parts 
believes partnership and programs centered on creative reuse practice builds smart, lasting and win/win 
initiatives. Professional Development Program (RE -Edu), Creative Reuse Education Program (RE -Mix), Spare 
Parts Exhibitions/Long -term projects (RE -Create) are a few of the creative reuse focused programs and 
resources offered regularly.  As a result, Spare Parts is creating a pathways to reducing landfill tonnage.  
 
Spare Parts inspires and supports the growing San Antonio creative community and our classrooms through 
environmental accountability. Sustainability, affordability and accessibility to the arts through reuse education 
is paramount.  

November 2018 



Spare Parts 

Programs  
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RE-Mix  
Creative Reuse Education Program    

Spare Parts makes reuse activities to 
remember. These one -time creative 
programs are tailored to your event, 
classroom, celebration or request and 
audience.  
 
Creative  Reuse : taking old and used items and 
creatively turning them into something else.  
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Mini Art Museum  
Spare Parts Mini Art Museum: The Spare Parts Mini Art 
Museum was created to bring the fine arts experience to 
schools and the community. Exhibitions contain curated 
artwork by professional artists  

 
Impact:  
2017 The Mini Art Museum visited with more than 2,000 
children at 31 schools across the city. Other places where the 
Mini Art Museum has visited:Colombia, South America; Los 
Angeles; Scotland; Paris  

MAM has 72 miniature works of art by Guinness Book of World 
Records Title Holder, Martha Ochoa in our permanent 
collection.  
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MINI ART MUSEUM  Awards 

 CONTEMPORARY ART MONTH-SAN ANTONIO, 2016 

I Am Not Spock Award for Doing the Unexpected for Spare Parts MAM 

qsftfout ǰUibu Uijoh Qo Uif %jef Qg Uif TpbeǱ dvsbufe cz Jjmmt 

Snyder. 

CONTEMPORARY ART MONTH-SAN ANTONIO, 2015 

Through the Looking Glass Award for Bending Perceptions:  Spare Parts 

OCO qsftfout ǰEbcjofu pg EvsjptjujftǱ dvsbufe cz Embvejb [bqbub0 

SAN ANTONIO MAGAZINE, 2015: Best Program Introducing Youth to the 

Art World: Spare Parts MAM.  

CONTEMPORARY ART MONTH-SAN ANTONIO, 2014 

Through the Looking Glass Award for Bending Perceptions: Spare Parts 

OCO qsftfout ǰNbez Dbtf Ibmmfsz< %ipsu %upsjftǱ dvsbufe cz %bsbi 

Castillo. 
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RE-Create 
Exhibitions/Long -Term Projects  

 
 
Through partnerships, Spare Parts educates 
the public about reuse through art --
culminating in  
community exhibitions/projects.  
 
In the picture, Brackenridge High School students, 
voefs uif hvjebodf pg %qbsf RbsutǮ fevdbupst. 
gathered plastic debris on beaches after Hurricane 
Harvey creating a large exhibition of artwork 
including sculptures.  
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Spare Parts History  
The first Teacher Fair and Materials Giveaway was held in 2011.  
Collaborating with Wonderland of the Americas Mall Teacher Fine Arts 
Fair and Materials Giveaway continued annually thru the summer of 2016 
where Spare Parts produced the following statistics.  

 
ǒ 8,208 lbs of materials donated from individuals, businesses and 
pshboj{bujpot0 UibuǮt gpvs upot ejwfsufe gspn pvs mboegjmmt0 

ǒ Sixty-five unique volunteers worked approximately 200 hours 
sorting copious amounts of cool stuff from buttons and beads to 
office supplies to kites; plastic bottles to fabric and tile squares.  

ǒ 151 educators, artists and others arrived with bags, boxes, wagons 
and suitcases ready to let their imagination be their guide.  

ǒ Twenty area school districts and 22,302 students supplied with 
classroom materials.  
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Educators 
Ƅ Ɲ¯ŵÓƉăƝ©ÓƉƟƎƝăùƫïÓƟŝƉƝķƎƝĨķǄăŒƝÓïïăƎƎƝƟŝƝƎăǄăƉÓņƝƟƉÓķŒķŒĨƝ
opportunities during a year. Spare Parts training includes 
an informative news exchange about organization goals, 
present reuse materials to experiment with and 
ƟƉŝƫæņăƎĳŝŝƟźƝ[ƟƇƎƝÓŒƝăǊïăņņăŒƟƝŝŵŵŝƉƟƫŒķƟǋƝƟŝƝǅŝƉŃƝƟŝĨăƟĳăƉƝ
towards a creative reuse goal with new and exciting 
activities.  

In my own work as an artist, I have gained a creative edge 
that is specific to being an advocate, volunteer and 
ăùƫïÓƟŝƉƝęŝƉƝ¯ŵÓƉăƝ©ÓƉƟƎźƆ 

-Spare Parts Educator Kara Michelle Salinas  
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Volunteers 

Ƅ ƎƝÓƝ¯ŵÓƉăƝ©ÓƉƟƎƝǄŝņƫŒƟăăƉ÷ƝŝŒăƝŎÓǋƝęķŒùƝƟĳăŎƎăņǄăƎƝ
teaching hands on reuse crafts to kids at an outreach event, 
making tshirt yarn for a project, or even a more behind the 
scenes role doing inventory or sorting out supplies in 
preparation for an event.  

As volunteer volunteer coordinator, I love the mission of 
Spare Parts and feel fulfilled when I contribute to the 
ŎķƎƎķŝŒ÷ƝÓùǄÓŒïķŒĨƝƉăƫƎăƝăùƫïÓƟķŝŒƝƟĳƉŝƫĨĳƝƟĳăƝÓƉƟƎźƆƝ 

-Laura Kraus, Spare Parts volunteer Volunteer Coordinator  
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Founder/Executive Director, Spare Parts 

Mary Elizabeth Cantú 

Photo By Josh Huskin 

Cantú is a native San Antonian and has worked in the fields of 
arts, education and culture for over 10 years. She earned a BA in 
Museum Education,  focus on Cultural Anthropology and 
Elementary Education, from Mount Holyoke College.  She also 
holds a MA in Art Education, focus on Community -Based Art, 
from the University of Texas, Austin.  
 
In 2013 Cantú became a national Reuse Institute Master 
ReuserǬthe first and only in San Antonio. Her vision is to 
transform Spare Parts to a full - time organization.  

Cantú also co -founded the Spare Parts Mini Art Museum with 
Gabriela Santiago in 2013 to bring the fine arts museum 
experience to schools and the community.  
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Honors and Awards  
Mary Elizabeth Cantú  
 

3  
ǒ San Antonio Master Reuser, Reuse Alliance [2013]  
ǒ Founder & Executive Director [2010 ǫPresent]  
ǒ Mini Art Museum, Co -Founder [2013] 
ǒ National Association of Latino Arts and Cultures 

(NALAC) Advocac y Leadership Institute Fellow 
[2018]  

  

%u0 ObszǮt VojwfstjuzǮt Epogfsfodf po Lvtujdf boe 
Social Concerns Art of Peace award [2016]  
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Spare Parts collaborates with many community organizations including:  

Bexar County  

Carver Community Cultural Center  

CIty of San Antonio  

City of Leon Valley  

Harlandale Independent School District  

Ruby City  

San Antonio Independent School District (SAISD)  

San Antonio Public Library (SAPL) and SAPL Foundation  

  
Sarah King Elementary, SAISD 
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MEDIA--XfǮsf uif ubml pg uif upxo! 

2017 

Spare Parts Olympics (OpenEd, 2017) 

ñLet Me Introduce Myselfò (San Antonio Current, 2017) 

2016 

ïLuminaria marks 9th anniversary with East Side Debut 

(San Antonio Express News, 2016) 

ïHow to make your own DIY sun catcher with tissue 

paper (San Antonio Express News, 2016) 

ïSan Antonioôs Mini Art Museum expands its reach 

(San Antonio Express News, 2016) 

ïBack to School: Teachers Finding Classroom 

Materials from Donated Items (Time Warner Cable 

News, 2016) 

 

2015 

Spare Parts Olympics (OpenEd, 2017) 

ñLet Me Introduce Myselfò (San Antonio Current, 2017) 

2014 

ïLuminaria marks 9th anniversary with East Side Debut 

(San Antonio Express News, 2016) 

ïHow to make your own DIY sun catcher with tissue 

paper (San Antonio Express News, 2016) 

ïSan Antonioôs Mini Art Museum expands its reach 

(San Antonio Express News, 2016) 

ïBack to School: Teachers Finding Classroom 

Materials from Donated Items (Time Warner Cable 

News, 2016) 
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http://www.openedsa.org/2017/01/30/spare-parts-olympics/
http://m.sacurrent.com/sanantonio/let-me-introduce-myself/Event?oid=2573082
http://m.sacurrent.com/sanantonio/let-me-introduce-myself/Event?oid=2573082
http://www.expressnews.com/entertainment/arts-culture/article/Luminaria-marks-9th-anniversary-with-East-Side-10606982.php
http://www.expressnews.com/entertainment/arts-culture/article/Luminaria-marks-9th-anniversary-with-East-Side-10606982.php
http://www.expressnews.com/entertainment/arts-culture/article/Luminaria-marks-9th-anniversary-with-East-Side-10606982.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/lifestyle/article/How-to-make-your-own-DIY-sun-catcher-with-tissue-9232007.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/lifestyle/article/How-to-make-your-own-DIY-sun-catcher-with-tissue-9232007.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/lifestyle/article/How-to-make-your-own-DIY-sun-catcher-with-tissue-9232007.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/article/Mini-Art-Museum-expands-its-reach-9184939.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/article/Mini-Art-Museum-expands-its-reach-9184939.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/article/Mini-Art-Museum-expands-its-reach-9184939.php
http://www.twcnews.com/tx/san-antonio/back-to-school/2016/08/17/back-to-school--san-antonio-teachers-finding-classroom-materials-from-donated-items.html
http://www.twcnews.com/tx/san-antonio/back-to-school/2016/08/17/back-to-school--san-antonio-teachers-finding-classroom-materials-from-donated-items.html
http://www.twcnews.com/tx/san-antonio/back-to-school/2016/08/17/back-to-school--san-antonio-teachers-finding-classroom-materials-from-donated-items.html
http://www.twcnews.com/tx/san-antonio/back-to-school/2016/08/17/back-to-school--san-antonio-teachers-finding-classroom-materials-from-donated-items.html
http://www.openedsa.org/2017/01/30/spare-parts-olympics/
http://m.sacurrent.com/sanantonio/let-me-introduce-myself/Event?oid=2573082
http://m.sacurrent.com/sanantonio/let-me-introduce-myself/Event?oid=2573082
http://www.expressnews.com/entertainment/arts-culture/article/Luminaria-marks-9th-anniversary-with-East-Side-10606982.php
http://www.expressnews.com/entertainment/arts-culture/article/Luminaria-marks-9th-anniversary-with-East-Side-10606982.php
http://www.expressnews.com/entertainment/arts-culture/article/Luminaria-marks-9th-anniversary-with-East-Side-10606982.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/lifestyle/article/How-to-make-your-own-DIY-sun-catcher-with-tissue-9232007.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/lifestyle/article/How-to-make-your-own-DIY-sun-catcher-with-tissue-9232007.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/lifestyle/article/How-to-make-your-own-DIY-sun-catcher-with-tissue-9232007.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/article/Mini-Art-Museum-expands-its-reach-9184939.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/article/Mini-Art-Museum-expands-its-reach-9184939.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/article/Mini-Art-Museum-expands-its-reach-9184939.php
http://www.twcnews.com/tx/san-antonio/back-to-school/2016/08/17/back-to-school--san-antonio-teachers-finding-classroom-materials-from-donated-items.html
http://www.twcnews.com/tx/san-antonio/back-to-school/2016/08/17/back-to-school--san-antonio-teachers-finding-classroom-materials-from-donated-items.html
http://www.twcnews.com/tx/san-antonio/back-to-school/2016/08/17/back-to-school--san-antonio-teachers-finding-classroom-materials-from-donated-items.html
http://www.twcnews.com/tx/san-antonio/back-to-school/2016/08/17/back-to-school--san-antonio-teachers-finding-classroom-materials-from-donated-items.html
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Stay in touch 

sparepartsSA.org  

facebook.com/sparepartsSA  

@sparepartsSA (twitter)  

sparepartsSA (instagram)  

#reusesanantonio  
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We are SparePartsSA.org 
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